CHITRA

PREFACE

THIS LYRICAL DRAMA was written about twenty-five years ago. It is based on
the following story from the Mahabharata.

In the course of his wanderings, in fulfilment of a vow of penance, Arjuna
came to Manipur. There he saw Chitrangada, the beautiful daughter of
Chitravahana, the king of the country. Smitten with her charms, he asked the king
for the hand of his daughter in marriage. Chitravahana asked him who he was, and
learning that he was Arjuna the Pandava, told him that Prabhanjana, one of his
ancestors in the kingly line of Manipur, had long been childless. In order to obtain
an heir, he performed severe penances. Pleased with these austerities, the god
Shiva gave him this boon, that he and his successors should each have one child.
It so happened that the promised child had invariably been a son. He,
Chitravahana, was the first to have only a daughter Chitrangada to perpetuate the
race. He had, therefore, always treated her as a son and had made her his heir.
Continuing, the king said:

'"The one son that will be born to her must be the perpetuator of my race. That
son will be the price that I shall demand for this marriage. You can take her, if
you like, on this condition.'

Arjuna promised and took Chitrangada to wife, and lived in her father's capital
for three years. When a son was born to them, he embraced her with affection, and
taking leave of her and her father, set out again on his travels.

CHARACTERS

GODS
Madana (Eros)
Vasanta (Lycoris)

MORTALS
Chitra, daughter of the King of Manipur



Malini

Arjuna, a prince of the house of the Kurus. He is of the Kshatriya or 'warrior
caste', and during the action is living as a Hermit retired in the forest.
Villagers from an outlying district in Manipur.

SCENE I
CHITRA. Art thou the god with the five darts, the Lord of Love?

MADANA. I am he who was the first born in the heart of the. Creator. I bind the
bond of pain and bliss the lives of men and women!

CHITRA. I know, I know what that pain is and those bonds.—And who art thou,
my lord?

VASANTA. I am his friend—Vasanta—the King of the Seasons. Death and
decrepitude would wear- the world to the bone but that I follow them and
constantly attack them, I am Eternal Youth.

CHITRA. I bow to thee, Lord Vasanta.

MADANA. But what stern vow is thine, fair stranger? Why dost thou wither thy
fresh youth with penance and mortification? Such a sacrifice is not fit for the
worship of love. Who art thou and what is thy prayer?

CHITRA. I am Chitra, the daughter of the kingly house of Manipur. With god-like
grace Lord Shiva promised to my royal grandsire an unbroken line of male
descent. Nevertheless, the divine word proved powerless to change the spark

of life; in my mother's womb—-so invincible was my nature, woman though I
be.

MADANA. I know, that is why thy father brings thee up as his son. He has taught
thee the use of the bow and all the duties of a king.

CHITRA. Yes, that is why I am dressed in man's attire and have left the seclusion























































<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


