
The King and the Queen 

  
  

ACT I 
  
The Palace Garden. King VlKRAM and Queen SUMITRA. 
  
VIKRAM. Why have you delayed in coming to me for so long, my love? 

  
SUMITRA. Do you not know, my King, that I am utterly yours, wherever I am? It 
was your house, and its service, that kept me away from your presence, but not 
from you. 
  
VIKRAM. Leave the house, and its service, alone. My heart cannot spare you for 
my world, I am jealous of its claims. 
  
SUMITRA. No, King, I have my place in your heart, as your beloved, and in your 
world, as your Queen. 
  
VIKRAM. Alas, my darling, where have vanished those days of unalloyed joy, 
when we first met in love; when our world awoke not,—only the flush of the early 
dawn of our union broke through our hearts in over-flowing silence? You had 
sweet shyness in your eyelids, like a dew drop on the tip of a flower- petal, and 
the smile flickered on your lips like a timid evening lamp in the breeze. I 
remember the eager embrace of your love, when the morning broke and we had to 
part, and your unwilling steps, heavy with languor, that took you away from me. 
Where were the house, and its service, and the cares of your world? 

  
SUMITRA. But then we were scarcely more than a boy and a girl; and to-day we 
are the King and the Queen. 
  
VIKRAM. The King and the Queen? Mere names. We are more than that; we are 
lovers. 
  
SUMITRA. You are my King, my husband, and I am content to follow your steps. 
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Do not shame me by putting me before your kingship. 
  
VIKRAM. Do you not want my love? 

  
SUMITRA. Love me truly by not making your love extravagant; for truth can 
afford to be simple. 
  
VIKRAM. I do not understand woman's heart. 
  
SUMITRA. King, if you thriftlessly squander your all upon me, then I shall be 
deprived. 
  
VIKRAM. No more vain words, Queen. The birds' nests are silent with love. Let 
lips keep guard upon lips, and allow not words to clamour. 
  

(Enters ATTENDANT) 
  
ATTENDANT. The minister begs audience, to discuss a grave matter of state. 
  
  
VIKRAM. No, not now.       
  

 (ATTENDANT goes) 
  
SUMITRA. Sire, ask him to come. 
  
VIKRAM. The state and its matter can wait. But sweet leisure comes rarely. It is 
frail, like a flower. Respite from duty is a part of duty. 
  
SUMITRA. Sire, I beg of you, attend to your work. 
  
VIKRAM. Again, cruel woman. Do you imagine that I always follow you to win 
your unwilling favour, drop by drop? I leave you and go. (He goes) 
  

(Enters DEVADATTA, the King's Brahmin friend.) 

Page 2 of 26

2/12/2009file://C:\Program Files\Celcius Technologies\Chirantan Rabindra Rachanaabali\docroot\to...

The King and the Queen

2



















































<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


